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PREFACE

This report is one in a series of reports covering the immediate riverine lands of the major rivers of
Bangladesh—the Jamuna, Ganges, Padma, and Meghna. Riverine charlands are defined in this study as
areas frequently subject to erosion and accretion within and adjacent to the main rivers of Bangladesh and
unprotected by embankments. This report presents the results of a Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA) designed
to provide socio-economic information on the charlands of the Ganges River.

The full set of reports is shown in the table below.

Overview Reports Inventory Reports

Other Reports

Charland Summary  The Dynamic Physical and Human Environment

Report of Riverine Charlands: Brahmaputra-Jamuna
Charland Socio- The Dynamic Physical and Human Environment
Economic of Riverine Charlands: Meghna

Summary Report
The Dynamic Physical and Human Environment
of Riverine Charlands: Padma

The Dynamic Physical and Human Environment
of Riverine Charlands: Ganges

Upper Jamuna (Brahmaputra)
Charland Socio-Economic RRA

Middle Jamuna Charland Socio-
Economic RRA

Upper Meghna Charland Socio-
Economic RRA

Meghna Confluence Charland
Socio-Economic RRA

Padma Charland Socio-
Economic RRA

Ganges Charland Socio-
Economic RRA

Charland Flood Proofing Study

L sl
. /"
\\ “3’ v /» //
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acre
aman

amin
arat
aratdar
aus

B. aman
bangsha
BARC
bari

BBS
BDR
beel
bhatiya
BIDS
bigha
bir
boro
BRAC
BTM
BUET
bustee
BWDB
catkin grass
chaura
china
chowki
cumecs
dacoit
dal

decimal
denga
desh
deshi
DEM
dhaincha

diara
district

doba
EIA
FAP

GLOSSARY

Acre = 0.4047 ha

Late monsoon season paddy planted before or during the monsoon and harvested
November-December

Land surveyor

Wholesale shop

Wholesale trader with warehouse

Early monsoon paddy planted in March-April and harvested in June-July
Broadcast aman paddy, usually grown in deeper water

Lineage-mates

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council

A homestead, usually consisting of more than one structure arranged around a
central common area

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

Bangladesh Rifles

An area of open water away from a river

People from downstream

Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies

A local unit of area most commonly equalling 0.33 acre or 0.14 ha

Stable

Dry season paddy transplanted in December-January and harvested in April-May
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee

Bangladesh Transverse Mercator (map projection)

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology

Slum

Bangladesh Water Development Board

Saccharum spp. grasses that are prevalent in the charlands

Original settlers in the Ganges char areas

Panicum miliaceumn, a variety of millet

Bed/platform :

Cubic meters per second

Bandit

Any of a variety of pulses (lentils); a high-protein food staple usually eaten with
rice

Unit of area equal to 0.01 acre

Land near a river

State

Original settlers in Ganges char area

Digital elevation model

Sesbania aculeata, a nitrogen-fixing plant used as live fencing, fuel, and building
material

The low bank of a river

A large administration unit under the authority of a Deputy Commissioner, now
known as a zila

Submerged

Environmental Impact Assessment

Flood Action Plan
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FCD/I
Sitkiri
FPCO
FWC

GIS

GPS

goala

gur

gushti
haor

hat

hectare (ha)
hogla

HSC

HTW
HYV
ISPAN
Jjangal
Jhau
Jotedar
JPPS
kabiraj
kaisha

kani

karati

kash
kayem, kayemi
kaon

khas

kheya

khal

kharif
kilogram (kg)
kilometer (km)
kutcha

lathiyal

macha
mashkalai
matbar
maund
mauza
MCSP
mile (mi)
MPO

MSS

Flood Control and Drainage or Flood Control, Drainage, and Irrigation
Alum

Flood Plan Co-ordination Organization

Family Welfare Centre

Geographic Information System

Global Positioning System

Person trading in dairy products

Locally produced molasses

Lineage-mates

Deeply flooded basin of NE Bangladesh

Periodic market

Hectare = 2.4711 acres

A bulrush (Typhus angustata) used for making mats

Higher Secondary Certificate

Hand tubewell

High Yielding Variety

Irrigation Support Project for Asia and the Near East

Ground cover shrubs used for fuel and as herbs

Tamarisk bush used as fuel and an herb

Landlord

Jamalpur Priority Project Study

Traditional healer

A variety of catkin grass (Saccharum spontaneum) giving three cuttings a year
Local unit of measure equal to .13 ha (.33 acres)

Saw operator

kaisha

Permanent, old, or established

Fox-tail millet

Publicly owned

Local boat landing point

A drainage channel or canal either natural or man-made

Summer/wet season

Kilogram = 1.11 sheer

Kilometer = 0.625 miles

Flimsy construction of a temporary nature, in the chars usually of grass, bamboo,
straw, or similar materials

A stick-wielding private army employed to carry out the will of a locally
powerful leader

A raised platform

A type of pulse (lentil); see dal

Leader of the local community

A unit of weight, 1 Maund = 40 sheer = 37.5 kilograms

A village revenue collection and cadastral mapped unit

Multipurpose Cyclone Shelter Program

Mile = 1.6 kilometers

Master Plan Organization (of Ministry of Irrigation Water Development and
Flood Control), now called WARPO (see below)

Multi-Spectral Scanner (Landsat satellite sensor)

1
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musur

nara

NGO
PACT
paiker
para

PoE
pourashava
pucca

rabi

RDRS

REIS

return period
RRA

sadar

salish

samaf

sarik
SCI
shabuk
sheer
shon

SPARRSO
SPOT
SRDI

SSC

tahsil office

Taka (Tk.)

T. aman
thana

til

tishi
™

ton
union
upazila
ustha
uthuli

WARPO
zamindar
zila

A type of pulse (lentil); see dal

Straw

Non-Government Organization

Private Agencies Collaborating Together

Wholesale trader

Neighborhood

Panel of Experts (of FPCO)

a municipality, usually the urban center of a district

Sturdy construction of a permanent nature, usually of such materials as brick,
concrete, or corrugated iron sheets

Winter/Dry Season

Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service (an NGO)

Riverbank Erosion Impact Study

average interval in years between floods of a given magnitude

Rapid rural appraisal

The urban core (administrative headquarters town) of a thana or district

local informal court

Society, community; a formal arrangement between members of a community
whereby each member has certain rights and privileges

Lineage-mates

Service Civil International (an NGO)

Ancient

A unit of weight = 1/40 maund = 0.94 kg

A variety of grass (Imperata cylindica) giving one cutting a year; also a generic
term for thatching grass

Space Research and Remote Sensing Organization

System Pour Observation de la Terre

Soil Resources Development Institute

Secondary School Certificate

Local land record and survey office

Bangladesh currency, US$ 1 equalled approximately Tk. 40 in late 1992-early
1993

Transplanted aman paddy

A sub-division of a zila, or district

Sesame (Sesamum indicum)

Linseed

Thematic Mapper

An imperial ton = 1,016 kg

Sub-division of a thana

Previous name for a thana (subdivision of a zila or district)

Bitter gourd (Momardica charantia)

An informal contract between a landholder and a temporary migrant, under
which the migrant is allowed to shelter on the landowner’s property in exchange
for labor services

Water Resources Planning Organization

Landlord

A large administration unit formerly known as a district
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The chars and mainland adjacent to the main rivers
are prone to the twin hazards of floods and ero-
sion, which destroy crops, homesteads, and land,
and bring death and suffering to their inhabitants.
This rapid rural appraisal (RRA) investigated
social and economic conditions in an area of island
chars and nearby mainland (including mainland
separated from adjoining areas by secondary
channels) in the Ganges River.

The study found that the study area chars had
relatively low population densities, probably due
to extensive sand deposition which has made much
of the land unsuitable for cultivation, as well as to
the loss of opportunities to make a living from
fishing.

As in other parts of Bangladesh, infrastructural
facilities in the Ganges chars are meager. The lack
of schools, medical centers, and markets is a
particular problem for those living on island chars,
who must travel considerable distances to meet
their needs.

Despite the fact that large areas of Ganges char-
land should in effect be government property or
khas land, locally influential people were found to
control much of the khas land in extra-legal ways.
Conflicts between jotedar-led groups vying for
control of the land often were reported to result in
violence. The small and marginal farmers and
landless who have settled on the land with the
encouragement of the joredars are usually the ones
who suffer the consequences of such disputes.

The main occupation of the people in the Ganges
charlands is agriculture. The decline in the Ganges
fisheries, brought about, according to those inter-
viewed, by the Farakka Barrage, has relegated
fishing to a minor occupation in the upper reach of
the river. During monsoon, when agricultural
activities come to a virtual stand-still, many char
dwellers take up trading in a variety of commodi-
ties, most commonly locally produced fabric.

As in the other charland areas studied, erosion has
sometimes resulted in widespread emigration from
the chars, but the problem may not be as severe in
the Ganges compared with the Jamuna, Padma,
and Meghna, because the processes of erosion and
accretion have slowed over the years. In the
perception of local people, India’s Farakka Bar-
rage has a lot to do with the deceleration of the
processes of both erosion and accretion, which in
their opinion is a major reason for declining
fertility of their land. The rate of sand deposition
on topsoil reportedly has been on the increase,
rendering the soil infertile. The more sandy soil
was also reported to have widened the gap be-
tween the time charland accretes and when it
becomes agriculturally viable.

The poor quality of the land, coupled with the fact
that there is very little irrigation in the study area,
have constrained cropping patterns in the Ganges
chars. Certain parts of the study area have adopted
extensive groundnut as a result of effective exten-
sion services provided to the farmers in the past.
The availability of extensive grazing lands in many
of the chars has made cattle raising a popular
activity among many of the char people, as sales
of cattle can bring sizable cash income.

Although the zamindari system in Bangladesh was
abolished by the East Pakistan State Acquisition
and Tenancy Act of 1950, the feudal legacy
lingers in the Ganges area. Thus, despite the fact
that large areas of land should in effect be govern-
ment property or khas land, locally influential
people were found to control much of the khas
land in extra-legal ways.

Land ownership records in the study area, particu-
larly with regard to khas land, were found to be
lacking central coordination, at times resulting in
confusions even about administrative boundaries
between districts. Respondents perceived an urgent
need for improving land ownership regulations and
record keeping.
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People in the Ganges charlands have received little
institutional help in coping with erosion and the
forced migration that often follows. It would be
worthwhile to investigate the feasibility of tempo-
rary shelters for erosion victims and developing a
plan to help them resettle, either in another rural
area or in a more urban setting. Shelters could
serve multiple purposes, acting as flood shelters
and, in normal times, as educational institutions.

Lack of access to educational institutions is a
major problem in the charlands, particularly in the
island chars. The data gathered suggest that more
educational institutions should be set up in the
chars, and an effort should be made to keep them
functional throughout the year.

Given the rabi crop potential of the area, benefi-
cial agricultural extension services might include
supplying improved inputs (seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides), arranging for storage, and providing
irrigation facilities. Agriculture could also benefit
from a simplified and more pragmatic agricultural
credit policy.

The raising of livestock was found to be a particu-
larly important activity in the Ganges charlands,
but support systems for the activity were in short
supply. Improved veterinary services could reduce
the loss of cattle to diseases, which increase
significantly after flooding. Cattle shelters and
evacuation plans could help people better cope
with the difficulty of tending their animals during
floods. Furthermore, relatively poor households
could benefit from credit that would enable them
to invest in livestock,

Health and sanitation facilities also require some
institutional attention. Although tubewell coverage
is generally satisfactory, the tubewells were found
to be inoperative in the very dry months of Febru-
ary and March, when the underground water table
drops, and during flooding, when the well heads
are submerged. Installing high-lift hand tubewells
could mitigate this problem. Water purification
measures are needed to help people deal with
shortages of drinking water during the dry season,

but particularly during the monsoon. Health
workers, recruited and trained locally, could be
effective in increasing awareness or health and
sanitation issues, as well as providing basic first-
aid services.

xiv
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Study

1.1.1 History

The original design of the Flood Action Plan
(World Bank, 1989) included among its compo-
nents a socioeconomic study of the active flood-
plains of the Brahmaputra-Jamuna, Ganges, Pad-
ma, and Meghna rivers. The active floodplain was
defined at that time as areas within the main river
channels and nearby areas of mainland, both of
which are frequently subject to erosion and accre-
tion and cannot be protected from floods. The
aims of the active floodplain study were to:

e assess present agricultural practices, settle-
ment patterns, and disaster responses,

e  estimate the number of affected house-
holds living on chars (mid-channel islands
created by accretion) and within a short
distance of the riverbanks;

e  estimate the number of households living
on existing embankments; and

*  prepare guidelines to be used in feasibility
studies to ensure that in project planning
full account is taken of the active flood-
plain populations.

As the detailed terms of reference (TOR) of FAP
14, the Flood Response Study, were being drawn
up by the government of Bangladesh and finalized
with donor agencies, it became apparent that the
intended study would not immediately be possible.
A more general study first needed to establish—for
the full range of flood environments inside and
outside the chars—the context in which flood
response occurred. In addition, the active flood-

plain study required the use of remote sensing data
and satellite image interpretation, but the facilities
and trained staff to achieve this within the FAP
would not be ready until at least late 1991.

During 1991, the first full year of FAP studies, it
became clear that regional studies were unable to
devote sufficient resources to the specialized work
of socioeconomic study of the active floodplain.
Most used the main rivers as their study area
boundaries. Of the regional FAP studies only FAP
3.1, the Jamalpur Priority Project, attempted
detailed socioeconomic studies in the chars, inves-
tigating those along the reach of the Jamuna
adjacent to the project in 1992 (see Section 1.1.4).
In addition, FAP 14, the Flood Response Study,
carried out socioeconomic surveys in 10 active
floodplain villages.

Finally, in 1992 on advice from the Flood Plan
Coordination Organization (FPCO) ISPAN agreed
to undertake an inventory of resources and people
in the main river charlands. This study, then,
fulfills the need—foreseen in the Government of
Bangladesh/World Bank Flood Action Plan of
1989—for a socioeconomic study of the people and
resources of the active floodplain. Although it does
not consider in detail the populations living long-
term on embankments along the main rivers,
analysis of erosion and accretion patterns has been
added.

The inhabitants of the charlands are among the
most hazard-prone people of Bangladesh, exposed
as they are to floods and erosion. Structural flood
protection measures are unlikely to benefit these
people, and embankments may even raise flood

ISPAN Charlands Study - Ganges RRA



levels within the charlands, increasing the risks to
which they are exposed. Reliable information
about these areas and the people who live in them
has always been scarce. The difficulty of gaining
access to chars and their constantly changing
environment has made studying them a complicat-
ed undertaking. As a result, prior to this study,
what little information was available did not cover
in any detail all the main river charlands.

1.1.2 The Charland Study

The Charland Study is a special study under the
Bangladesh Flood Action Plan (FAP). It was
jointly carried out by FAP 16, the Environmental
Study, and FAP 19, the Geographic Information
System (GIS), both of which are undertaken by the
Irrigation Support Project for Asia and the Near
East (ISPAN) and funded by USAID.

This study has two objectives. The first is to
develop databases and a geographic information
system (GIS) that can be used as planning tools
both for direct interventions in the charlands and
for other interventions (such as embankments) that
may affect the char areas. The second objective is
to use the data collected, along with additional
socioeconomic studies, to make general policy
recommendations for the charlands and to test and
develop means of rationally assessing the potential
benefits of flood proofing measures in these areas.

The objectives have been addressed with five
tasks.

. Making an inventory of resources, people,
and infrastructures in the Brahmaputra-
Jamuna, Meghna, Padma, and Ganges
charlands and collecting additional infor-
mation on hazards (led by FAP 16).

*  Using digital satellite images to analyze
physical changes and land use in these
areas, and integrating this analysis with
inventory data using a GIS (FAP 19).

¢  Conducting supplementary socioeconomic
studies using rapid rural appraisal (RRA)
methods in six river reaches (building on
the Flood Response Study, FAP 14).

¢  Conducting detailed studies of flood losses
and flood proofing potential in two areas
along the Jamuna River (building on the
Flood Proofing Study, FAP 23).

¢  Integrating the results of the above tasks
into a comprehensive report.

This is a report of the findings for one of the six
rapid rural appraisal (RRA) study areas—the
Ganges River. Figure 1.1 shows the charland
study areas.

1.2 Methods

1.2.1 RRAs

RRA methods are essentially non-quantitative, and
involve direct observation and collecting qualita-
tive information from a range of key informants or
small groups in representative villages in the study
area. The method is systematic in the sense that
standard checklists form the basis of the informa-
tion gathering (see Charland Methodology Report),
and in the way in which information is cross-
checked and verified from a range of informants
and sources. Locational biases are avoided by
visiting both remote and more accessible areas,
and socioeconomic biases are avoided by including
coverage of groups such as women and the land-
less whose opinions might otherwise not be heard.
In this way reliable information can be built up by
an experienced team of specialists covering a
range of disciplines based on an iterative process
of questioning and expert judgement.

Additionally, RRAs in the Charland Study have
the advantage of access to some quantified data
from the inventory and GIS for all the mauzas
(revenue villages) within the study reach, and this
is integrated where appropriate into the RRA
report.

1.2.2  Work Schedule

The RRA team included specialists in: geography,
economics, social anthropology, and fisheries. The
primary sources of information were key infor-

1-2
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mants; for example, knowledgeable farmers,
members and ex-members of union parishads,
schoolteachers, fishermen, traders, landless peo-
ple, and women living in charland villages. Access
was by boat, so it was not possible to walk tran-
sects through the area.

The RRA team selected a group of focus mauzas
in each study area and covering a range of envi-
ronments. The selection was aided by a SPOT
image map of the area. Each RRA covered both
old and new island chars, attached chars, and

between villages could be investigated and more
general information could be cross-checked be-
tween groups of informants within a mauza.

1.3 Description of the Study Region

The Ganges enters Bangladesh from India through
Rajshahi and meets the Jamuna River near Pabna.
The study region and location of the mauzas
visited by the RRA are shown in Figures 1.3 and
1.4, respectively. Informants reported that this

|

Figure 1.2 Charland Classification.

some unprotected mainland. These char types are
illustrated in Figure 1.2,

Most of the mauzas visited contain a number of
villages (grams) or neighborhoods (paras). Once
in the mauza, the RRA team split up. Each indi-
vidual team member then collected information on
his or her subject area. The information gathered,
while for the entire mauza when possible, concen-
trated on the experiences of the inhabitants of a
particular village. Hence the discussions and tables
refer to villages/neighborhoods or mauzas as
appropriate. In this way important differences

Study Area |

reach of the river has become much narrower than
was several decades ago, that a lot of sand has
been deposited in the river bed, and that the flow
of the river has shifted to the south. They believe
that India’s Farakka Barrage caused these alter-
ations, and that widespread destruction of Himala-
yan forests has contributed to the change.

Respondents said that there are fewer island chars
in the Ganges than there used to be. Since the
channels that separate chars from mainland now
are dry most of the year, there are more attached
chars than island chars in the RRA study area.

14
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Table 1.1 Physical Description of the Ganges RRA Study Region
Island Attached Unprotected

Land Category Char Char Mainland Total
Area (ha) 20,082 10,549 16,588 47,219
% of Total Area 43 22 35 100
Water (%) 21 13 10 15
Sand (%) 36 17 13 24
Vegetated/cultivated (%) 43 70 77 61

Source: Charland Inventory

Table 1.1 shows that the largest percentage of the
study area consists of island chars. The island
chars, however, have much smaller amounts of
vegetated/cultivated land than attached chars or
unprotected mainland. Only 43 percent of the
island char area is vegetated/cultivated land,
compared with 70 percent for attached chars and
77 percent for unprotected mainland.

Prior to the partition of India there were very few
settlements on the Ganges chars, which were then
primarily farmed by zamindars using seasonal
labor. About 50 years ago, some local people
began settling the chars, and they were joined by
migrants from Munshiganj, Jessore, and Noakhali.
These settlers often named their new villages after
the places from which they had come, using names

like Dhaka Para, Noakhali Para, Pabna Para, and
Kushtia Para. The migrants became known as
Bangals, and the local people became known as
Deshis.

Chilmari Union in Daulatpur Thana, west of
Bheramara, consists mainly of charlands. During
the past eight to 10 years this union has been
subject to very serious erosion, and many of the
displaced people have moved to nearby char areas,
thereby increasing population density somewhat.
Even so, the Ganges chars remain less densely
populated than other charlands in Bangladesh.

Island chars are the least densely populated of the
Ganges char areas (Table 1.2). While this is
partially explained by the relatively larger propor-

Table 1.2 Area and Population of the Ganges RRA Study Region
Island Attached Unprotected Total
Char Char Mainland
Area (km?) 201 105 166 472
1981 Population 19,006 27,829 149,898 196,733
1993 Estimated Population 17,879 27,540 144,256 189,675
1993 Estimated Households 2,670 4,556 24,964 32,190
1981 Population/km? 95 264 904 417
1993 Estimated Population/km? 89 261 870 402
Estimated Population Change, 1981-'93 -6 -1 -4 -4

(%)

Source: 1981 BBS Census; Charland Inventory
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tions of water and sand in the island char mauzas,
population density per km? of vegetated land is
also lower in the island chars (207) than in at-
tached chars (373) or unprotected mainland
(1,129). Furthermore, population in all char types
declined between 1981 and 1993, and the steepest
decline has occurred in the island chars.

The relatively low population density in the Gan-
ges charlands may in part be due to their fairly
recent formation. Seventy-six percent of the island
char mauzas were accreted within the past 20
years, and 54 percent of the attached chars are of
similar age (Table 1.3). More than 80 percent of
the island char mauzas underwent cultivation
sometime during the past 20 years, and nearly 70
percent of them were settled. Data were not
available for all of the Ganges chars, and the data
sets are for different numbers of mauzas, therefore
interpretation of the data should be done with care.

1.4 Description of the Study Mauzas

Six mauzas were covered by the Ganges RRA:
Chakla Binodpur, Dikrirchar Talbaria, Naosara
Sultanpur, Char Golapnagar, Diar Bahadurpur,
and Bhabanipur. Table 1.4 contains additional
information about the locations of these mauzas
and the char types they represent.

1.4.1 Chakla Binodpur
Chakla Binodpur, an island char mauza, has been
subjected to severe erosion in recent years, and
most of its residents have moved out. About 30 of
these households, most interrelated by kinship ties,
now live in Char Jajira (Lalpur Union, Lalpur
Thana), an adjacent mauza. These people claim to
own land in a government-owned forest near their
settlement. The forest, they reported, once covered
about 24 hectares (60 acres) of land, but erosion
has reduced it to 16 hectares (40 acres).

1.4.2 Dikrirchar Talbaria

The island char mauza of Dikrirchar Talbaria
consists of two paras, East Para and West Para.

2o

At the time of the RRA fieldwork, West Para was
still accreting. The 95 households of East Para and
50 households of West Para are migrants from
Chilimari and Kushtia who settled in the mauza
about 10 months prior to the RRA survey. All of
the households are sharecroppers working under
an absentee landlord. The relatively new and very
sandy land of this mauza is largely uncultivable,
although there are heavy growths of catkin grass
in and around the area.

1.4.3 Naosara Sultanpur

Over the past three to four years settlements in
southern Naosara Sultanpur, an island char mauza,
eroded and displaced many families, some of
whom moved to the northern part of the mauza.
About 60 families currently live in the northern
settlement. About two years ago another large
settlement grew in Palashir Char, a village in the
western part of the mauza. About 200 families,
from erosion-affected areas of Bilmari Char and
Lalpur, live in this settlement.

1.4.4 Char Golapnagar

About 250 families live in the four paras of Char
Golapnagar. The older paras, in the middle of the
attached char mauza, were set up about seven
years ago by families displaced from Chilmari. In
the 18 months prior to the RRA, 50 more families
had arrived from Chilmari. A large part of the
land in Char Golapnagar is owned by a Union
Parishad member and his family, and the settlers
are sharecroppers on that land.

1.4.5 Diar Bahadurpur

The attached char mauza of Diar Bahadurpur is on
the border of Kushtia, Nator, and Pabna, and
confusion about the borders is commonplace
among the local people. The mauza was settled in
the early 1970s, and it now has four paras: Pabna
Para/Zianagar (45 families), Lalpur Para (45
families), Shibir Para (70 families), and Kushbari
Para (40 families). The residents are from Ish-
wardi, Daulatpur, Lalpur, and other erosion-
affected areas. The mauza has a government

ISPAN Charlands Study - Ganges RRA
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cluster village project and a forestry project cover-
ing 120 hectares (300 acres) of land.

1.4.6 Bhabanipur

Bhabanipur, an unprotected mainland mauza, is on
the border of Kushtia Sadar and Pabna Sadar
thanas. A portion of the mauza consists of land
that has accreted very recently, and although
people do not live there yet, farmers use it for
local boro and groundnut cultivation. The Bhabani-
pur settlement was established in the early 1960s.
The mauza has 550 households living in six paras.
The land of Bhabanipur is quite fertile and the
main occupation of its residents is agriculture.
Although the land is relatively stable, part of it is
threatened by mild erosion.
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